
Free 
Who Was Celia Cruz? (Who Was?)

 PDF Download

 Meg Belviso

http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/Eaoo/OPMw/qXmr/Who-Was-Celia-Cruz-Who-Was-Part-of-Who-Was-205-Books
http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/Eaoo/OPMw/qXmr/Who-Was-Celia-Cruz-Who-Was-Part-of-Who-Was-205-Books
http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/Eaoo/OPMw/qXmr/Who-Was-Celia-Cruz-Who-Was-Part-of-Who-Was-205-Books
http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/Eaoo/OPMw/qXmr/Who-Was-Celia-Cruz-Who-Was-Part-of-Who-Was-205-Books
http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/Eaoo/OPMw/qXmr/Who-Was-Celia-Cruz-Who-Was-Part-of-Who-Was-205-Books


How did a working-class girl from Cuba become a symbol of artistic freedom for Cuban
Americans and the "Queen of Salsa"? Find out in this addition to the Who HQ library!Although
her family and friends know her as Úrsula Hilaria Celia de la Caridad Cruz Alfonso, the world
refers to her simply as Celia Cruz. Starting her career in 1950, Celia grew increasingly popular
as the new lead singer of the Cuban band Sonora Matancera. Her exceptional vocal range and
flashy costumes made fans fall in love with her.Celia's talent took her all around the world,
including the United States. After Fidel Castro came to power in Cuba, she wasn't allowed to
return to her native country. She and other Cubans who were exiled used their music to
express their love for their homeland.Celia rose to the top of the charts in a genre that was
dominated by men. She become an award-winning singer and the most popular Latin artist of
the twentieth century. Azucar! indeed!

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.Who Was Celia Cruz? One Saturday
morning in 1947 in Havana, Cuba, Celia Cruz woke up early. It was an exciting day. Earlier that
week, her cousin Serafín had surprised her by signing her up for a singing contest. He thought
his cousin was talented enough to win. The contest was for a radio show called La hora del té
(say: la OR--a del TAY), which means “teatime.” Celia loved listening to the show. Her whole
family did. Celia was twenty--two years old and had loved to sing all her life, but she had never
appeared onstage or on the radio. She looked out at her family’s backyard and all the other
houses on her street. Everything was covered in dew. Celia thought it made her neighborhood
sparkle like a sequined gown. She put on a white dress, white tights, and nice white shoes. Her
mother combed her dark hair into a bun and fastened it with a beautiful clip. Then Celia and
Serafín got on the bus that would take them the twelve blocks to the radio station. In her hands
Celia held her claves (say: KLA--vays), wooden sticks that she tapped together to keep the
beat while she sang. When they got to the radio station, there were many other contestants
waiting. Most of them were older than Celia. When it was her turn, she sang a song called
“Nostalgia,” tapping her claves as she sang. Once she started to sing, Celia stopped thinking
about the other contestants and the competition. She just enjoyed the song. She was
completely surprised when she won first prize. For first prize, Celia was given a cake from one
of the best bakeries in Havana. When she and Serafín got back on the bus, they placed the
cake box carefully on their laps so it would not get crushed. Their family was very poor. They
had never had a cake in such a fancy box. They couldn’t wait to get home to look at it, so they
opened the box on the bus. The cake was covered in white frosting with colorful flowers. It was
so delicate, it seemed to be made of lace. Celia and Serafín enjoyed the cake’s delicious smell
before closing the box again. When they got home, Celia found her whole family waiting for her
on the porch. They cheered when they saw her. She opened the box, and everyone shared the
beautiful cake. Celia never forgot how good it tasted. It wasn’t just winning that felt good. Celia
had loved singing in the contest. She couldn’t wait to do it again. She didn’t know that one day
she would sing for crowds all over the world. Chapter 1: Lullabies and Carnival Celia Cruz was
born in Havana, Cuba, on October 21, 1925. Her full name was Úrsula Hilaria Celia Caridad
Cruz Alfonso. Her father was Simón Cruz, and her mother was Catalina Alfonso, but everyone
called her Ollita. The neighborhood she lived in was very poor. Most of the people who lived
there, including Celia and her family, were black. They were Afro--Cuban, descended from



African slaves brought to Cuba by the Spanish who settled there in the late fifteenth
century. Celia and her family were very close. She was the second oldest of four children. She
had an older sister, Dolores, a brother, Bárbaro, and a younger sister, Gladys. One of Celia’s
aunts, Tía Ana, often treated her like a daughter. Many people lived in the small house in the
Santos Suárez district in Havana. The family included not just Celia, her parents, and her
siblings but also her grandmother and many other relatives. Celia’s mother often sang while
she cooked traditional Cuban dishes like white rice and black beans, papaya and fried ripe
plantains, and ropa vieja (say: ROPE--a vee--AY--ha), a beef stew whose name means “old
clothes.” Everyone had chores to do. As she got older, one of Celia’s was to put all the younger
children to bed each night. She had to give them their bath and put them to sleep. Once they
were tucked in, she always sang them a lullaby. But Celia’s lullabies never put them to sleep.
The children always wanted to hear more! Neighbors started to gather outside the window
each night. They wanted to listen, too. Celia’s voice was already drawing crowds in the
neighborhood. Sometimes Celia’s parents asked her to sing for their friends. Celia was shy, but
she loved to sing so much that she got over it to perform. No one loved Celia’s singing more
than her cousin Serafín. He thought she was good enough to one day sing professionally. But
such a dream seemed impossible for a poor Afro--Cuban girl from Havana. Celia’s parents
were very protective. She wasn’t allowed to go out by herself that often. She walked to school
with her friends, and when she became a teenager, they went to school dances. But Celia
longed to go to Carnival. Every year during Carnival, the streets of Havana filled with people
dancing and singing. When Celia was fourteen, she and some of her friends went to Carnival,
but Celia didn’t tell her parents. She knew that they didn’t think it was safe. Her father,
especially, thought that young girls might get into trouble by themselves, or even get lost in the
crowd. But Celia had a wonderful time. When she got home, she felt very guilty for lying. So the
next morning, she confessed what she’d done to her Tía Ana. “If you promise not to go out
again without an adult,” her aunt said, “I’ll take you.” So Celia got to go back to Carnival the
next night. When they got home, Celia’s mother winked at them. She knew just where they’d
been. That night Celia had a dream in which she was the queen of Carnival. She saw herself
wearing a flowing white gown, her hair pulled back in a bun and her head topped with a floral
crown. When she awoke the next morning, she wondered if her dream could ever come
true. Chapter 2: Life Choices Celia loved to sing, but she knew that when she grew up, she
was going to be a teacher. That was her father’s dream for her. Teaching was a good,
respectable job. When Celia graduated from high school, she entered a teachers college in
Havana. Education in Cuba was free, so Celia did not have to pay to attend. When she was
twenty--two and still in school, she won first prize in a singing contest on the radio. Celia
started entering other contests. And sometimes she won! Her prizes were small items like
soap, chocolate bars, and condensed milk. To Celia, these gifts were valuable. Although there
were some people in Cuba who were rich, most people were poor. It was hard to find jobs.
Black Cubans like Celia and her family often had the lowest paying work. Celia’s father was a
railway worker who shoveled coal to power the trains. He had to support a big family on his
salary—-not only his own four children and his wife but also many other relatives who lived with
the family at different times. When Celia won fifteen pesos (about eighty--nine cents at the
time), she was thrilled. She used the money to buy the books she needed for her studies at the
teachers college. Often Celia didn’t have enough money to take a trolley to the radio stations
where the contests were held. The city of Havana covered over 280 square miles, and Celia
traveled all over it. Sometimes she had to walk miles to get to a contest—or else pay for her
fare by singing for the driver. Celia’s family was always excited when she was on the radio.



Everyone but her father, that is. One day, he told her flat--out that he didn’t like her decision to
sing. Celia was hurt, but her mother said, “Don’t pay attention to him . . . you just keep doing
what you’re doing and I’ll deal with him.” Celia started singing with local bands and at parties.
She often wasn’t paid for these shows, but she liked performing. Once when Tía Ana watched
her sing, she gave Celia some advice. She explained that the audience wanted to see
everything Celia was feeling when she sang. She shouldn’t use just her voice but her body as
well. Celia stood still when she sang, like a flagpole. “Next time, I want to see you move,” Tía
Ana said. And Celia did start to move. She let the music flow through her and swayed with
it. When Celia graduated from the teachers college in 1949, she was very proud. After the
ceremony, she went to one of her teachers and asked her advice about starting her career as a
teacher. Her teacher said, “Celia, God gave you a wonderful gift. With the voice you have, you
can make a good living. If you pursue a singing career, you’ll be able to make in one day what
it takes me one month to make. Don’t waste your time trying to become a teacher. You were
put on earth to make people happy—-by using your gift.” Celia was surprised to hear her
teacher speak that way. She was also thrilled. Could she really spend her life doing what she
loved most? Yes! Right then, Celia decided to become a singer. She had no other choice than
to follow her destiny. --This text refers to the hardcover edition.About the AuthorPamela Pollack
and Meg Belviso are authors of several books in this series, including Who Is George Lucas?,
Who Was Alfred Hitchcock?, Who Was Susan B. Anthony?, and Who Was Alexander
Hamilton? --This text refers to the library edition.
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Para Roberto Ponce Vargas—PPFor Cara—MBFor Tracy—thank you for using the gift of your
voice to bring some joy to those around you during difficult times—JMPENGUIN
WORKSHOPAn Imprint of Penguin Random House LLC, New YorkIf you purchased this book
without a cover, you should be aware that this book is stolen property. It was reported as
“unsold and destroyed” to the publisher, and neither the author nor the publisher has received
any payment for this “stripped book.”Penguin supports copyright. Copyright fuels creativity,
encourages diverse voices, promotes free speech, and creates a vibrant culture. Thank you for
buying an authorized edition of this book and for complying with copyright laws by not
reproducing, scanning, or distributing any part of it in any form without permission. You are
supporting writers and allowing Penguin to continue to publish books for every reader.The
publisher does not have any control over and does not assume any responsibility for author or
third-party websites or their content.Copyright © 2020 by Penguin Random House LLC. All
rights reserved. Published by Penguin Workshop, an imprint of Penguin Random House LLC,
New York. PENGUIN and PENGUIN WORKSHOP are trademarks of Penguin Books Ltd. WHO
HQ & Design is a registered trademark of Penguin Random House LLC.Visit us online
at .Library of Congress Control Number: 2019054705pid_prh_5.5.0_c0_r0ContentsWho Was
Celia Cruz?Lullabies and CarnivalLife ChoicesStepping Out in the WorldLa Sonora
MatanceraA New CubaNo Turning BackCelia and TitoAzúcar!Citizen of the WorldCelia
ForeverTimelinesBibliographyWho Was Celia Cruz?One Saturday morning in 1947 in Havana,
Cuba, Celia Cruz woke up early. It was an exciting day. Earlier that week, her cousin Serafín
had surprised her by signing her up for a singing contest. He thought his cousin was talented
enough to win.The contest was for a radio show called La hora del té (say: la OR-a del TAY),
which means “teatime.” Celia loved listening to the show. Her whole family did. Celia was
twenty-two years old and had loved to sing all her life, but she had never appeared onstage or
on the radio. She looked out at her family’s backyard and all the other houses on her street.
Everything was covered in dew. Celia thought it made her neighborhood sparkle like a
sequined gown.She put on a white dress, white tights, and nice white shoes. Her mother
combed her dark hair into a bun and fastened it with a beautiful clip. Then Celia and Serafín
got on the bus that would take them the twelve blocks to the radio station. In her hands Celia
held her claves (say: KLA-vays), wooden sticks that she tapped together to keep the beat while
she sang.When they got to the radio station, there were many other contestants waiting. Most
of them were older than Celia. When it was her turn, she sang a song called “Nostalgia,”
tapping her claves as she sang. Once she started to sing, Celia stopped thinking about the
other contestants and the competition. She just enjoyed the song. She was completely
surprised when she won first prize.For first prize, Celia was given a cake from one of the best
bakeries in Havana. When she and Serafín got back on the bus, they placed the cake box
carefully on their laps so it would not get crushed. Their family was very poor. They had never
had a cake in such a fancy box. They couldn’t wait to get home to look at it, so they opened the
box on the bus.The cake was covered in white frosting with colorful flowers. It was so delicate,
it seemed to be made of lace. Celia and Serafín enjoyed the cake’s delicious smell before
closing the box again.When they got home, Celia found her whole family waiting for her on the
porch. They cheered when they saw her. She opened the box, and everyone shared the
beautiful cake. Celia never forgot how good it tasted.It wasn’t just winning that felt good. Celia
had loved singing in the contest. She couldn’t wait to do it again. She didn’t know that one day
she would sing for crowds all over the world.CHAPTER 1Lullabies and CarnivalCelia Cruz was



born in Havana, Cuba, on October 21, 1925. Her full name was Úrsula Hilaria Celia Caridad
Cruz Alfonso. Her father was Simón Cruz, and her mother was Catalina Alfonso, but everyone
called her Ollita.CubaThe Republic of Cuba is the largest island in the Caribbean. Havana is its
capital city. The island sits in the spot where the Caribbean Sea, the Atlantic Ocean, and the
Gulf of Mexico meet, south of the US state of Florida.The original people of Cuba were the
Native American Ciboney and Taino. The island was conquered by the Spanish in the late
fifteenth century. It was a Spanish colony until 1898 when it became independent after the
Spanish-American War.Cuba is a country with many kinds of people. They include
descendants of the original Taino and Ciboney, white descendants of the Spanish, and
descendants of enslaved black people brought there from Africa and other islands in the
Caribbean.The neighborhood she lived in was very poor. Most of the people who lived there,
including Celia and her family, were black. They were Afro-Cuban, descended from African
people who had been enslaved and brought to Cuba by the Spanish who settled there in the
late fifteenth century.Celia and her family were very close. She was the second oldest of four
children. She had an older sister, Dolores, a brother, Bárbaro, and a younger sister, Gladys.
One of Celia’s aunts, Tía Ana, often treated her like a daughter.Many people lived in the small
house in the Santos Suárez district in Havana. The family included not just Celia, her parents,
and her siblings but also her grandmother and many other relatives. Celia’s mother often sang
while she cooked traditional Cuban dishes like white rice and black beans, papaya and fried
ripe plantains, and ropa vieja (say: ROPE-a vee-AY-ha), a beef stew whose name means “old
clothes.”Everyone had chores to do. As she got older, one of Celia’s was to put all the younger
children to bed each night. She had to give them their bath and put them to sleep. Once they
were tucked in, she always sang them a lullaby. But Celia’s lullabies never put them to sleep.
The children always wanted to hear more! Neighbors started to gather outside the window
each night. They wanted to listen, too. Celia’s voice was already drawing crowds in the
neighborhood.Sometimes Celia’s parents asked her to sing for their friends. Celia was shy, but
she loved to sing so much that she got over it to perform. No one loved Celia’s singing more
than her cousin Serafín. He thought she was good enough to one day sing professionally. But
such a dream seemed impossible for a poor Afro-Cuban girl from Havana.Celia’s parents were
very protective. She wasn’t allowed to go out by herself that often. She walked to school with
her friends, and when she became a teenager, they went to school dances. But Celia longed to
go to Carnival.Carnival
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Ebook Tops Reader, “Very informative and interesting !. I teach high school Spanish and used
this book in class when talking about famous Spanish-speaking people. It was very well-written
and informative !”

The book by Meg Belviso has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 65 people have provided feedback.
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